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Tracking  

Community Change 



Minnesota Compass provides a common foundation 

of information that people need to identify, 

understand, and effectively act on community issues. 

What is MN Compass? 

By tracking and analyzing trends in areas that affect our 

quality of life, Compass gives everyone in our state – 

policymakers, business and community leaders, and 

concerned individuals who live and work here – a common 

foundation to act on issues to improve our communities. 



3M Foundation 

Bush Foundation 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield  

    of Minnesota Foundation 

Boston Scientific 

Otto Bremer Foundation 

Greater Twin Cities United Way 

 

 

 

 

Mardag Foundation 

The McKnight Foundation 
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Thank you, Compass funders! 



Compass Governance Committee 
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 Overview 

 Key Measures 

 More Measures 

 Library 

 Ideas at Work 

 

 

 

 

What can I find on MNCompass.org? 

Information by 

Community  

(region, county, city, 

some neighborhoods) 

 “Profiles” or 

summaries of the 

community’s  

Key Measures 

& other info 

 

Analysis 

 

 

 “Insights”    

  articles 

 Featured 

trends 



 Aging – Dawn Simonson, Metropolitan Area Agency on Aging 

 Children and Youth – Chris Ganzlin, The McKnight Foundation 

 Civic Engagement (1st) – Sean Kershaw, Citizens League 

Civic Engagement (2nd) – Diane Tran, Health East Care System and Minnesota Rising 

 Disparities – Sandra L. Vargas, Minneapolis Foundation 

 Early Childhood – Barbara Yates, Minnesota Early Learning Foundation 

 Economy & Workforce (1st) – Michael Gorman, Split Rock Partners 

Economy & Workforce (2nd) – Bill Blazar, Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, and 

                                       Kathy Tunheim, Senior Advisor to the Governor for Job Creation 

 Education (1st) –  Alice Seagren, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Education 

Education (2nd) – Marilee Grant, Boston Scientific, and 

                              Brenda Cassellius, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Education 

 Environment – Steve Morse, Minnesota Environmental Partnership 

 Health – Mary Brainerd, HealthPartners 

 Housing – Tim Marx, Commissioner, Minnesota Housing 

 Immigration -- Bill Blazar, Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, and  

                       Sandra L. Vargas, The Minneapolis Foundation 

 Public Safety – Tom Johnson, Council on Crime and Justice 

 Transportation (2007) – Bob Johns, Center for Transportation Studies, U. of M. 

Transportation (2014) – Charles Zelle, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Compass Topics & advisory group conveners 
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Convening 
and events 

Social media Newsletters 

Traditional 
media 

Websites Presentations 

Ways we get the word out 









Racial Equity  

Resource Directory 

Geographic profiles 



Sign up for our e-newsletter  

at mncompass.org 

Text MNCOMPASS to 22828 to 

sign up for our e-newsletter 

Follow us on Twitter @MNCompass 

Connect with MN Compass on Facebook 

Please keep in touch! 
Craig Helmstetter, PhD 

Project Director 

craig.helmstetter@wilder.org 

651-280-2670 


